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has increased between 1981-82 and 1984-85 from 19.7 to 20.3. -However,;

even -though the school districts plan to_increase their regquirements

to 21:0 by 1987-88, _they will still be lower than the recommendations

of the National Commission on Excellence in Education. The Commission

recommends three credits in mathematics, yet results indicated.

requirements of 1.6, 1.9, and 2.4 for 1981-82, 1984-85, and 1987-88,
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PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL GRADJATION REQUIREMENTS

Smce 1981-82 school dlstngts have shghtly mereased the number of credxts requnred for

iniéin school graduation--both overall and in science and mathematics. Moreover, districts plan

to increase their requirements even more by the 1987-88 school year. Neverth:less, graduation

requirements in the Nation’s school districts will still be lower in general than the

recommendations of the National Commission on Excellence in Education (NC::.E) ﬁ'l‘fhfegef are

some of the findings of a recent survey of school districts conducted by the Center for Statistics
(CS) through its Fast Response Survey System (FRSS).

In 1982 the FRSS cnnducted a survey of school dxstncts for the Natmnal Comrmssnon on
Excellence in Education on academic requirements-in high schools. This, -along with many other
studies, provided data used by the Commission for its publication ~A_Nation At Risk. The
Commission portrayed American education in crisis and reggnm!ended that "State and local high

school graduation requirements be. strengthened and that, at a minimum, all students seeking a
diploma be required to lay the foundations in the Five New Basics."!

,,,,,, ‘I’he retponse to ﬂw gand other studles cntxca;l of the state ef Amencan
education) was swift. Within-a year, the Commission bad compiled two_ mlnmes of State and
local educational reforms: - :

- However,
information on local initiatives in these reports pertams only to selected examples and was not

intended to be representative of activity at the local level. This FRSS survey was demgned to

provide a national picture of local activities regarding academic requxrements and initiatives to

improve learning. - Information was requested with respect to three points in time: 1982, 1985,

and expectations regarding 1988.
Credits iéaiiiiréii for Graduation

dits This. is_an increase of 0.6 credits from 1981-82, when district
reqmrements averaged 19.7. By 1987-88, district requirements are expected to increase to 21.0.

The mcrease m requu-ements can also be seen in the distributions of required credits. The

___-On the ﬁiéiééé; sgfyqrs gnduatmg @'oxnﬁlpgh school in 1984-85 were reqmred to_have
completed 20.3 credits (table 1).
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proportxon of dxstncts with relauvely low. reqmrements has_been d»creasmg. In 1982 for

example, 14 percent of the districts reqmred fewer than 18 crecits; by 1985 the proportion had

dropped to 9 percent and by 1988 rt is expected to decrease fo 3 percent Conversely, the

or more crednts in 1982 to 12 percent in 1985, to 20 percent in 1988 (not shown in tables)

s Pubhc schocr dxstrncts were. faxrly homogeneous on average Cl‘Qdit requrrements regaraless
of district sizz or ‘metropolitan status.* For -example, students graduating from rural districts in

1985_were required to complete 20.2 credits, on the_average, while those in urban_districts

needed 205 (table 1). Requirements by district size and - metropohtan status were also rather

homogenecus in 1982, and this is also expected to be true in 1988. Regional differences,
however, are evident for all 3 years. For example, in 1985, districts in the West and Southwest
required about two more credits than those in other regions (21.6 credits in West and Southwest
districts compared with 19.6 to 19.9 credits in districts in other regions). Similar differences
occurred in 1982 and are expected to occur in 1988 {table 1).

In addmon a few dxstncts had or will have addrtronal reqmrements for college-bound or
honor students: 3 percent in 1982, 6 percent in 1985, and 8 percent in 1988. On the average,

college-bound students in these districts were required to take about 1.5 more credits for
graduation (not shown in tables).

*

Basic Course Requirements

,,,,,Although mathematrcs and science redmrements have mcreased since l982 there still is.a

substantial gap between district requirements and the Commission’s recommendations. In 1985
district requirements averaged 1.9 credits in mathematics and 1.8 credits in science, somewhat

more than the 1 6 and l 5 needed m 1982 (table 2) However, the Commlssrons recommenda-

mathematrcs and 9 percent in science (not shown in taBies) By 198& mathematrcs and science

requirements are expected to incr2ase to 2.3 and 2.0 credits, on the average. The proportion of

districts meeting the Commission’s recommendations will increase as well: 32 percent in

mathematics and 16 percent in science.

- Requrrements m Englnsh and soczal studres also have mc-'eased slrghtly Semors

studies or hnstory (table 3). By 1988 these reqmrements are expected to average 3.9 and

2.9 credits, very close to the Commission’s recommendations of 4 and 3.

Relatwely few dlstrrcts havv requirements in forengn language although the number who
do so is increasing. . In 1982, 2 percent required- some forergn Jlangudige; - -this proportion
increased to § percent in l985 and will mcrease to Il -percent in 1988. Similarly, almost no
drstricts *quxred computer sclence courses m 1984 - By l985 9 - percent requrred graduatmg

reqmrement (not shown in tables) Across all. drstrlcts, the averag.. numnber of reqmred credits

in either of these subjects is quite small--ranging from 0 to 0.2 c-edits. However, in districts



with requirements, the average required credits have remained stable and will continue that way:

0.7 credrts in computer science and 1.4 credits in foreign language, on the average (not shown

Time Spent in School

In 1985 hrgh school ..tudents attended school for l78 days and took an. average of
6.1 credit classes per day- (table 4). Since the average class period was 51 minutes long; high

school students took credit classes for 309 minutes (or 5.1 hours) per day--a yearly ‘average of

916 hours.- The amount of time spent in credit classes each day increased slightly since 1982;

when districts reported 5 hours per day."

There were. regronal differences in the number of hours Spent in credlt classes per day in
1985 (table 4) Students m North Atlantic drstrrcts attended credit classes 4. 5 hours per day. on

Homework Requirements

One-thrrd ot‘ the dxstrxcts had t‘ormal pohcres in |985 fequiring - the regular assrgnment of
homework. (table 5; Thns fr&ure represents an 1ncrease smce 1982 when about 23 pencent had
such- requirements.
districts - (10,000 or more. students‘ and_urban drstncts “had formnl homework Bﬁhérés more

frequently than small districts (less than 2,500 students) and rural districts (table 5). In

addition, such policies were more prevalent in the North Atlantic region than in other regions.

Cradinz iioiieies

peiiey (table 5) Asdrmmstrators in 78 percent ot‘ these drstrrcts descrrbed therr pohcres as based

on _an absolute scale (i.e., according to a fixed standard), while 15 percent said the scile was

relative to class performance (i.e., on a curve). The remaining districts used other criteria (niot

shown in tables). . District-wide pohcres weré more_ prevalent_in the Southeast than in other
regions, and less prevalent in suburban than in rural districts (table 5):

Activities to Improve ééﬁiéééiiéii

Admmnstrators were also asked whether certarn pohcres, programs, or practices desngned

to 1mprove achievement were used in their districts; whether they had been instituted or
augmented since 1981-82; and for an evaluation of effectiveness.



Program Availability

_____Each of the. foilowmg programs or actmtles uias in operatron in at least 60 percent of the

districts at the time of the surveg The second percentage given is the percentage for progzams
instituted subsequent to 1981-82.

o Programs to 1mprove student attendance (90 percent, 47 percent),
6 Curriculum reform (86 percent. 65 percent)

o Practrces to substantrally reduce classroom dxsruptmn (85 percent, 54 percent);
o Mmrmum grade requirements for participation in extracurricular  activities
(81 percent, 29 percent);'?

o Gifted and talented or advanced placement programs {75 percent, 47 percent):
0 Réééiﬁiiéﬁaaﬁaﬁé raf changes in iéiiBééiés (73 percent, 48 percent);

(1] lntroductron of new rmtratlves in mathematrcs, science, or technology (72 percent,
66 percent);

0 Study skrlls mstructlon (69 percent, 51 percent),

o Requrrements for inservice traxmng in effective classroom management (69 percent
54 percent); and

o Pohc:es requiring students to have more wrrtmg experrence (63 percent 66 percent)

Somewhat fewer drstrlcts (about 40 percent) had reduced the average class s srze, provrded spec:nl

diplomas or other academic recognition (other than honor roll), or required competency tests for

graduation: Only 4 percent provided special academic kigh schools:

kll the educatronal enhancement activrtres (wnth the exceptron of minimum grade

requuemems for participation in -extracurricular activities) followed a similar pattern -with
regard to the time they were introduced and whether or not they were later augmented. Some

districts {between 5 and 29 percent) -had instituted these activities in 1981-82 or before and had

not augmented them since. Somewhat more (between 20 and 37 percent) had - establlshed the

programs or policies by 1981-82 but had also augmented them subsequently The largest

group (between 47 and 66 percent) had initiated the activities since 1981-82 (table 6).

Differerices in Availability by District Characteristics

Avaxlabxlxty o£ these ptograms, pohcres, and practrces to |mpr0ve learmng d:ffered

markedly by district : size, metropolitan status;!? and region. About two-thirds of these activities

were more prevalent in urban districts and large districts than in rural districts and small
districts (tables 7 and 8). However, proportionatély moré rural than urban districts and more

5
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smah than large dxstncts rmmred ‘minimum grades before students could parucrpate in

extracurricular activities. Study skills instruction and practices to reduce classroom disruption

were equally prevalent in large and small districts, and in urban and rural districts.
Recommendations for textboock changes showed no differences related to size. Two other
activities showed no differences related to metropolitan status; reductions in average class size

and provision of special diplomas or other academic réé6gﬁiti6ﬁ;

_____ Gifted and taléhted programs were avarlable more frequently in the North Atlantic and

Southeast than in other regions (table 9). The Southeast also had the highest proporti: i of
districts awarding special diplomas and requiring inservice training in- effective -classroom
management. - Instruction in study skills was more prevalent in North Atlantic districts. The

North Atlantic region and West and Southwest region led the other regions with requirements

for -more student writing. _ Reductions _in class size, competency test requirements for

graduation, and inservice trammg requirements in effective classroom management were

available least frequently in the Great Lakes and Plains:

iirégriiﬁ i-fv:iiiirio’ii

mocierately posmve efféct on learnmg (table 6) Oni i-pomt scale rangmg from "-2* (strong

negative effect) to "+2" (strong positive effect), a average evaluations ranged from 0.9 (minimum

grade requutementsifor participation in extracurricular activities) to 1.4 (requirements for mors

student writing; curriculum reform; initiatives in mathematics, science, and technology; and

specialized academic high schools).

natxonaLprobabrhty sarnple of 565 drstncts representmg the estimated total of 11 248 districts

with_high schools in the Nation. Data collection was completed in October 1985 with a
99 percent response rate.  The data were édjusted for questmnnanre nonresponse and weighted
to national totals. All statements of comparison made in the text are significant- at the 90
percent confidence level or better. Standard errors for selected items are presented in table 10

asa general gmde to the precision of numbers in the tables:

Sum Systgg! (FRSS). Westat's Project Dlrecwr was. Ehznbeth Farrrs, and the Survey Manager
was Judy McNeil Thorne. - Douglas Wright was the CS Project Officer for this survey.  FRSS
was established by the Center for Statistics to qurckly collect small quantities of data needed for

education planning and policy formulation, and to do so with minimum burden on respondents.

5 6



For More Information

For more nnformatmn about thns survey or. the Fast Response Survey System contact
Heien Ashwick, Office for Educational Research and Improvement, Center for Statistics,

— _ e g — ———

555 New Jersey Avenue, NW., Washington, D.C. 20208, telephone (202) 357-6761.

Notés

lU.S. Bepartment of Educatmn, the Natnonal Commtsston on_Excellence in_ Educatmn, A

Nation At Risk: The Imperative for Education Reform. Washington, D.C. U:S. Goverrment

Printing Office, 1983. The Commission recommended the following graduation requirements:

4 years of English, 3 years of mathematics, 3 years of science, 3 years of social studies, and
one-half year of computer science.

ZA grednt was defmed as a class scheduled for a- minimum of 200 minutés per week (275
minutes for a laboratory class) for 36 weeks. All credits have been converted to a 4-year

base;

estimates are small, and relatively small ,dnfferences are ,stat,nstncally s:gmf icant.  Only
differences of more than | credit for total requirements are discussed.

5Cret:hts have bee't rounded All dtstrtcts wnth more than 2 5 crednts in mathemattcs or science
have been included in these percents.

6E,leven, percent of the disrr,icts,repdrted that they had increased the number of school days
since 1982 (not shown in tables).

7Data from the 1982 I-'RSS su:vey Because of small vanances. the drfference of IO 3 mnutes

per day is statistically significant. Across a school year, this difference amounts to 30.3 more
hours of credit classes.

8Data from the 1982 FRSS survey
9Based on the number of districts that had the progmm at the time of the survey

101t should be noted that the item on the questionnaire did not specify a minimum grade

requirement, e.g., "C" average.

”For tw,o; activitiee (spe*ciali,zed academic high schools and special diploma -or- other academic
recognition), the percent of districts that had instituted the activity ia 1981-82 or earlie: and
changed it subsequently was about the same as the percent that had introduced the activity
‘early but had not changed it since.

lz‘i'hese anaiyses focus excluswely on differences between large and small districts, and between

urban and rural districts.



Table 1.--Mean number of credits required for graduation, by
year and district characteristics: United States,
1985

oI o ééi&éi §eir
~ District S
characteristic

i
- - N 1 ___ o
1981-82 | 1984-85
1
1

ALl districts with - - o
high schools ......... . 19.7 20:.3 21.0

District size

ﬁégitm i;géb ssssessene 1§-8 zq;&i éi;i

2,500 - 9,999 [ .. 005005 19.5 20:0 20.8
10,000 or more ........... 19.7 20.2 21.2

Region

ﬁdttﬁ Asi@tié,-gegggq---- igoé 1§Gé

20.4

Great Lakes and Plains ... 19:4 19.9 20.6
. 20.9

22.3

1927 0 1.1
Suburban ::::iiiiiiiiieiins 19.8 20.3 21.0
19.9 .

NOTE.--A credit was defined as a class scheduled for a minimum

of 200 minutes per week (275 minutes for a laboratory
class) for 36 weeks. All credits have been converted

to a 4-year base.
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Table 2.--Nean musber of mathematics and science credits required for graduation, by year

and district characteristics: United States, 1985

.. _District _

! 1981-82 | 1984-85 | 1987-88
]

[}
i
: ]
characteristic ' : '
]
]
[}

All districts vith o 7 o o
high schocls .......... 1.6 1.9 2.3 1.5 1.8 2.0

District size

Less than 2,500 .......... 1.7 1.9 2.3 1.6 1.8 2.0

2,500 - 9,999 (i.iecnennen 1.6 1.8 2.3 1.4 1.6 2.0
10,000 OF MOT® ecvecccecss 1.7 2.0 2.4 1 1:7 2.1

Region

North Atlantic ......i...c 1.7 1.9 2.4 1.5 1.7 2.2

Great Lakes and Plains ... 1.% 1.7 2.0 1.4 1.6 1.8
Southeast ......cccvceveee 1.8 2.2 2.6 1.6 15 2.2
West and Southwest ....... 1.8 2.1 2.5 1.7 2.0 2.2

i,;;;iié; P

Rural ..coccciciceacacnans 1.7 1.9
Suburban ..iiliiiiiiieec.. 1.6 1.8
utm LA R R R R E N R NN NN NNNENNNEYS : 1.7 2.1

1.6 1.8 2.1
iui. i-é 2:.9
1.4 1:7 2.3

NN
e o o
W W W

NOTE.--A credit was defined as a class scheduled for a minimm of 200 minutes per week
(275 minutes for a laboratory class) for 36 weeks. All credits have been
converted to a 4-year base.




Table 3.--Mean mmber of English and social studies credits required for graduation, by year
and district characteristics: United States, 1985

social studies/history

Enetiah g s

. District
characteristic

1987-88

] []

- - [} R [

1981-82 | 1984-85 ! 1987-88
i 1
! ]

'
'
1981-82 | 1984-85
o
'

high schools .......... 3.6 3.8 3.9 2.6 2.8 2.9

District size
,,,,,,, 3.8 3.9 2:6 2:8 2:9

3.8 3.9 2.7 2.7 2.8

.7 3.8 2.6 2.8 2.9

10,000 OF WOT® ..........: 3.6

North At1antic ........... 4.0 4.0 4.0 3.1 3.1 32
Great Lakes and Plains ...  3:4 3:6 3.1 2.5 2.7 2.8
Southeast . ..::ie.iaiiiss 3.9 3.9 4.0 2.4 2.5 2.7

West and Southwest ....... 3.6 3.8 3.9 2.6 2.8 2.9
Metropolitan status
RIral coccecccnscnnsnsnnne

3.6
M cesssssscisssacas 2.7 3;§ 3;§ 2.6 2.8 §29
UrbBn c.cicicisrsesssacnas 3.7

NOTE.--A credit vas defined as a class scheduled for a minimwm of 200 minutes per veek
(275 minutes for a laboratory class) for 36 weeks. All credits have been
converted to a &-year base.




Table 4.--Nean mumber of school days per year, credit classes per day, minutes per credit class,
and minutes of credit classes per day, by district characteristics: United States, 1985

Mimites of
credit classes
per day?

[]
v oo oL ! o ,
{ Credit classes | Minutes per
per day! ! credit class
'
:

Bg
ig

All districts vith g - o

high schools ccocveeens 178.0 6.1 51.1 308:6

District size
Less than 2,500 .......... 177.5 6.1 51.0 313.0
2,500 = 9,999 .euvirernnns 179.0 5.8 50:9 295:1
5.9 53.2 3ll.4

10,000 or more :i:ii.iiiss 179:1

Region .

North At1AftiC .....ceoee. 180.2 6.0 4.8 267.2
Great Lakes and Plains ... 177.8 6.0 51:2 305.7
mi,,:;;,;::;;i.;-iio- 177.9 5:@ 5&;9 ;;?;8

West and Southwest -.:..:: 176.7 6.3 53.2 336.3

Metropolitan status

RUEBL vcevennnnnenennnnee 177.4 6.1 51.8 315.7
Suburban .......ccc0ccees- 179.0 §.’§ 109.7 295:4
5.9 51.2 298.9

UrDan ....cecciccisacscses 179.0

Maken by more than 50 percent of students.

Zcalciilated from the mmber of credit class periods per day and the average mumber Gf minutes per
period.




Table 5.--Districts with policies requiring the regular assignment of homework

and with district-wide grading policies, by district characteristics:

United States, 1985

]

¥ . _ P _ R o
! Percent of districts with
]

e t . _ e Jp—
:,,’;E;ég?;ég;;: : L. .. C CIoo I Il ; ol - z z A
characteristic { Policies requiring the ! District-wide

| regular assignment of | grading
: of homework ' policies
SPR— | =
All districts with 7 N
high schools ...... PR 34 57
District size
Less thas 2,500 ......... . 30 58
2,500 - 9,999 ,........:..5 41 55
10,000 or more ..iciceaees 51 56
Region
North Atlantic ........... 53 51
Great Lakes and Plains ... . 28 53
Southeast <i.i.i.ii..iaesn 35 78
West and Southwest .....:.. 30 s7
Metropolitan status
Rural ............ e 27 61
,Sijbi,i:r,ban u'uoiuo-ii;;ii;-o ;a@ 49
Urban .:.:::i.sc:0:5aasase 57 62

ii .j:?
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mu 6.--Anulhuuy of progr_, pouciu, and pner.icu to i.qron academic schievement and ouluntion of mu if!oct°

lTnit.d Shm, 1985

hn:cnt of dutric:l that

i ]
5 !
i H
,,,,,,, i i N T : Mean-
Pnp- practice; or pol:lcy H i Instituted | Instituted | | evaluation
H | program in | program in | Inuit.uti H - of -
| Had program | 1981-62or | 1981-82or | program !  program’
H in 1985 1 earlier and | earlier and | after H
: ! have ot .|  have ! we1-82!
! | sugnented it! ! augmented it! | !
[} [ [} — J— -, J—
Wﬁl acadenic achievemsnt progiass
75 22 7Y 7 1.3
& 29 20 Sl 1;77
&l 22 20 58 1.2
% 16 31 o1 1.3
69 19 30 SI 1.2
8 13 33 s 1.3
Mlcunninlwclul -m 43 15 32 53 1.2
Wi of instructional quality
7 s 30 66 l.s
8 6 29 65 L
cesees £ 15 ¥ 48 11
Mutmcfer -mnummmcm uporuuu 63 10 2% 66 1.6
W!ﬁim&mﬁﬁfﬂncmﬂm 7 o
miint ... 69 11 35 56 1.3
riitﬁi and ?iiﬂﬁﬁﬁ
enqouncy mtwfer mueu cieessbeessesssenasnns 29 18 22 50 1.0
Minimas grade requiremsnts for participation hi ﬁt?ié\??teulﬁ-
activities .......ccciaiiiiiaiiiiiiiiiiiie, 81 %0 29 0.9

zlud ona s-poinr. scale nngh; from "-2" (ltm nqaun effect) to "2 (lt.roq pollt.lvo effect).

O

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Table 7.--Availability of programs; policies, and practices to improve acsdemic achievement, by
district size: United St:atu, 1985

1
3 L ool - .
' District size
i
. — | -
Program, ﬁi'iéfiéi, or poﬁcy e B
| Less than | 2,500- | 10,000
! 2,500 |} 9,999 ! or more
S = i - ———
(Percent)
Special academic achievmnt p;:;;:;s
Gifmmutmtﬁcrmpucmt 68 90 97
Specialized scademic high ECHOOLS ....evvevennrenrsnenennnnnnnns 2 7 23
Special diploma or recognition (other than honor roll).....cec.eee. 38 46 63
Use of instructional time
Progrmtomm :mdmtxttendanee.;;.;.;;;;;................ 87 96 9%
Study skills Inmtructdon. . . i iiiiiiiiiiiersescecccccccsacnccnene 67 12 71
Practices to reducs clasSroom diSTUPLION........eeveeesennncenees 83 89 82
Reduction in average Class 81Z8 ......cccveeecenennnncinioisssisss 38 56 58
Improvesent of instructional quaiity
httthtivuinnth, leiﬁm,andtochmlogy 67 82 88
CUrriculum reform ... v iciiiiiiiiiiiceisennccccncrsasscensssscnnns 84 92 97
Recommendations £or changes ifi tAXEBOOKE .....ceeeseesesencenniose 71 77 78
Rmi:-mtl for students to have mcre wr:l.t.i.ng cxpcrtggggi;;;;;;;; 56 80 75

lrements for inservice mining in offoct:l.vc clnsroou - -
DANAGOMONE :::icssessasisassssosssssssosssesscsssssssossssnsnnas 67 73 79

act:lvit:lu T S 83 77 70

Sumady |
M




Table 8.--Availability of programs, policies, and practices to improve academic achievement;

by mtropol:l.tan status: United States, 1985

i‘roira-, i:ractico—, or ’poi.:i.cy

Metropolitan status

Rural

1
)
! Urban
]
(Percent)
’s, __ ﬁi - ,,’I,, i, . ’I,’I,,i,,t §,,,ﬁ:,,7
Giftodlndmmm orm;l;;;;{: siisiiiisiciicitsnsane 6§ 8@ §§
SEtgitgog gggdgic@gggchools Sesssleieiesescassassarsanaias -3 -6 25
Special diploms or recognition (other than honor roll):......... &40 L3 51
Use of instructional tiss
Programs to improve student attendsnce .............iiiiessseiss 87 % 98
Study skills inat:ncuon....:.tf:.;:,:t........................ 67 72 77
Practices to reduce classroom disruption....:...:::.. 82 90 85
Reduction in average CLASS SiZ6 .......cccicivevivcsescsiosesss &0 %9 50
Wt of :l.nstmct:loml éinl:lty
Initiatives in-th, science; and t:.clmology Sisiisicicicineanae 6§ §I ?9
Curriculum ""f“!,i‘ffif“"""'““'""""""""""""" 82 9% 97
Mdmfuwmuxtmn....;;;;............... 70 76 83
Requirements for students to have more writing experience....... 59 69 82
Requirements for inservice training in effective classroom , .
DANBGOMBAL ..ccveveevccnnntnnnacnorsesssecacccscccsccssscnness 70 65 88
Iutmalﬂmt;
Wmt ra:uirﬁu for griduiti n ;;;;;;;............. i3 46 66
Minimm grade requirements for participation in extracurricular ,
Bctivitie® .......cceieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitieiirtntisesttsececees B84 75 72
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Table 9.--Availability of programs, policies, and practices to improve academic achievement; by

United States, 1985

Program, practice, or policy

North.
Atlantic

Special diploma or recognition (other than honor roll).........

Use of instructionat time
Programs to improve student AtTONdANCE ........cccceveeecesecss
Study SKillE ANBEIUCLION....cveeereeieenerennnseenneecnnesannss
Practices to rediuce classroo@ diSIUPtiOn.........ccceeeeeenenes

Inprovement of instructional quality

CUFFLCULUB TOEOTI ««voeevseeccececesessescosecssssssssssssnnnns
Recomsendations for changes in textbooks ........ccececesessees

Requirements for students to bave more writing experience..:.::

Requirements for inservice training in effective classroom

Competency test requiremants £or gradution ..........scssissas
Minimm grade requirements for participation in extracurricular

Activities iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieciresesnaonanantnnnsesessissiis

90

42

49

78

85
65
82
35

81
]
50°

17

79

2e

51

71
82
71
58

90

57

75

71

3

77
9
72
74

17

57

89




Table 10.--Standard errors of selected items

Icem i Estimate | Standard error
_ — - : H

Mean mumber of credits nqntrod for mdultion-

mtm-as. ALL QIBETICEE oiiieeiiiinaioiionnncansenesnenniieasiniasiisissiiois 20:3 i1

In 1984-85, urban districts ' 20.5 .3

. 20.2 .1

In 1981-82, all districts ............. 19.7 .1

tzpicadtnmhm. AIL QISETICtS ©iio.iiiiiissiiiiiiiiiiecciiiiiiiiiiiiieaai: 21.0 .1
Mean mmber of nibjoét credits riqiﬁoa for i?iaunr:ion in iiii-i;-

Mathemtics, all G1SEricts <:cooiiiiiiiiii: SETFFR PR 19 02

Mathemsstics, Southeast districts- 2.2 .07

Mathsastics, Great Lskos and Plains aistricts :i:...: . . 1.7 .05

Science;-all districts ... 1.8 .03

Inglish/larguage arts, all ‘@?!SS!,” 1.8 .02

Social stuiies/history;, all districts 2.8 .02
Percent of all districts ’m"""”’ 23 or sore credits for graduation:

In 1981-82 .. 7.8 1.4

In 1986-85 ........ .7 1.7

Expected in 1987-88 . 19.7 1.8
Mean mmber of:

178.0 .1

Credit classes per day, d}jiggicu --6.1 .04

Minutes of credit classes per day, all districts .......... 308.6 1.9

Minutes of credit classes per day, North Atlantic dgf-stss-,- 267.2 4.5

Mimites of credit chuup.rdny, VWest and Soutitwast du:ricr.l PR 336.3 3.3
n:uii of aistricts vith pom-.ta roqmmg the :iium miu—lt of homewoTK:

All dtliricu cecseictescccnsnnas cesens cees : : ia;a i;;:)

Small districts ......... . . 30.2 2.9

Wﬁdh&tﬁﬁ teceticcctsecsesaestastonsetsasssetsosaasosatssaseststssannnnn 51.3 5.5
PeTceDt of QIStTicts that had tha folﬁvﬁ' programs, pncEicu, or pouciu to

ispraove academic achievement in 1984-83:

Practices to reduce classrom aumpnou. a1l districts :vevuevernnnns cerreenes 8.5 1.7

Gifted and talented or advanced placesent programs, all districts . 7.6 1.8

lhqutr-nn for ltnduu to have more vriting experience; all districts ...... 63.1 2.0

test requicemsnts for graduation, all districts .................... 3%.0 1.9
C 1 QLSCPICLE cooecnccacencnsosnncnsancaccnsannccnnnsns eee 83.8 2.5
wag smuﬁiiibuvrim.mﬂm NoruaAtuntic - -
QLBLTICLE creecicnccvcrrcivsionaioaces tecessiissecessrsiacscsorsssascasiarasas 81.5 4.3

Special dipioms or acadesic mond.tion. urban districts ......... . 50.5 7.0
Mean evaluation ratings of the following programs, practices, or policies to

w academic achievemsnt:

snndy akills muwdal, all aisertce® ::..iii-assiaianis Tiseniiiniiianienas 1.2 .03

Requirements for students to have more writing experience, all districts ...... 1.4 .0b

Minimus grads requirements for participating in extracurricular activities, 3 -

Q11 AiBLrICtE.cucncecerecttsoctatcccostrcnccssocsnnnns 6ecesasescscssnatanssns .9 0

NOTX, --Statistics used in this report are ﬁijoci to _um mﬁﬂjljy:f ggﬁggigg@ 39@707@579! a

statistic (a msasure of the variation dus to sampling) can be used to examine the precision obtained in a
particular sample. I all possible samples were surveyed under similar conditions, intorvais of 1.665 - - - -

standard errors below to 1.64S lMomuanmmm statistic would include the average result of
these samples in approximately 90-percent of the cases.- Por-exssple, -for-the -first-ites in-the table (msan

nusher of credits required for graduation in 1984-85);, a 90 percent confidence interval is frow 20.1 to 20.S

(20.3-+-1.645 times .1). -If this procedure-wers followed for-every possible sample, about 90 percent of

the intervals would include the aversge frow all possible samples.
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Fast_Response U,S, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ~ Fare_apbroved |
Sutvey System WATIONAL - CENTER_FOR EDUC 2 H OMB No. 1850-0%577
Tt T TTT Tt T T _ VASHINGTON, Q.jSﬂiﬂt - ~TT- 7 - Appe Exp. 10/8% -
Z This report is suthorized by 1 C."1221e-1). whila you ste not
SURVEY -OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS- ON-HICH SCHOOL
required to respond, your COODEFELiON_ia needed to meks the results of
ACADenIc mlm"'s’"‘"“"m”m: - this survey euwlﬁ.rn- tve, ‘scturste, snd timely.

 PLEASE ANSWER ONLY FOR- -NIGH SCHGS!S IN YOUR DISTRICT, SHOWING THE
mmmmum,muwms.

1. For nen of un Itm b-lo-. entar the. opropn-u rumbets for Nigh schodls in your al-trlet for 1984-85,
A, wmbet of choauld deya pet xhool yosf when students ate present 1s this an incraase since 1932"

_ |_| Yaa “% I_I

B. ‘Wmber n! cr-ﬂ! cllu p-rlcal p-r a-y taken by aote thm 5(! o! l!u!cnt- (nchﬂlm lmch. atudy holl l!e.)

E. Anl’ﬁ- --ur n! -lMu per endlt clus n.rlod - R I
0. la thers & formsl dlatrict wllcy requiring reqular ssuigrment of hasewdrk? l_l vas —I %

1. Wt! the-selected- uu-c 0 ulu. entar—the Camgt -unit 7igrgu ;m; -
oraduating_in esch of .the three_wspecified ysars. The figurss. woumo 1n_column_2 reprasent_your distcict's response to
a 1982 FRSS survey. They may of sey not heva spplied to thet year's gredusting senicra. Plesse add or corroct. [1}

m. o0 M Uny do wply u -nun qrdmtiw in 1982, _

Chack "yas™ or "no” to indicats inﬂ\nr,mx taquiresants are Dased on_ mIEl oqululoni to Clm’ egis Units (nmm- n!
200 clese nlmtnlnﬁ (275 for lad) for 36 weke): | _| Yas L=l %
Silié!iﬂ "W S’I "l Sli]ié!i Units of Credit Reauired for Seniors Credusting lng
1982 1985 1988
A. Mathematics

B. Scisnce

C. Computer scisnce

0. Engllan/langusge arts
€, Secisl studies/history
f. Forsign language

G. fTotsl for graustion

M, Total officisily nwlm for collee mu/
- tomre students, if diffarent from- i - I —

—To_wihvich Qrade- do thesw tequirssents wpply? ——{ {9512 | (1002 | | Other ———— -~ -

111. This questlon sddresses messures which school districts might “taks wath the gosl of improving lesrning. Listed below sre
o _mmber - eLur-u?m to accomplish this. _In Section A, indicsts whether esch of the policies, programs, or practices
was instituted in 1981-82 or before by entsring checks under "yes” or "no™ 1n the epperoprists columns.

In Section 8, Indicats whether the policy of peogrem in esch ares has been .. tituted or sugmented since 1981-82.
in-Section C, on ‘s scals of =2-to «2 indicats the uunt to which (in your opinlon) the policy enmqo i¢ @y, hes of
i1l have. lﬂn[l._ii negetive affect on lasrning. (-2 2 stfong negativa slffect; -1 = soderataly negative; 0 z no tesl
change; +! = moderataly poaltiva; o2 = strong positive affect). - -

A. lnstituted | 8. Instituted - | C. Your opinion: — -

Policy; Program; Practice Relating 1n1981-82 | or sugmenteg | Change han/will have
to High Schools or_bsfore __3lnce 1981-82 tive or-positive
o _ _ L ffect on lesrning
vis | wo 133 L] TRATE -2 to o2)
;- Comnial_ Anadamsin Retsi o Smand i;;' ame
2;_G{ftwo-fejwnted or wdvenced plscyeent
7. Specislirsq scegemic high » = — — — —

b . mélﬁrﬁiﬁfﬁ recognition (other than - , B o

b. tb of Mncuuul Time

2. Study skills instruction, ss pert of other courses
—SC W SIpeTWy TOUTYOY

3. Sibatantis]l teduttion in clasdcoom diaruptiona
- A@eGoy- mtrleuuln on use of intercom, student

of -Instructionsl Quality. - -

1. Initlatives in-math, -ecience, technology (-.?

iiijzﬂnﬁn!aijih.jlm n-:h-i'n. ptiv

2. Acedsmic curriculus reform; saide- '!Qiﬁ!! included
in item c.1. sbova - {8.9.,-0bjectives mbsatantislly-
reviesd for ecademic coursen; more ecsdesic courses

3. Textbook recommendations (s.q., selection criterie
strengthened, selection cycla shortened, funding

8. Policy & @mq stutents to heve mare expesionce
4IL~

_ __e.-Otharla) == Spacify o L : [

supposed to follow)? |_| Yes [_| Mo

1v. Do you heva u dlatrict-wide policy for i;i&ix; grades (i.a., thet all iimﬁ;

IF YES, what kind of policy is it? i Greging reistivate - |—| umxut- qreding scala
aversqge_pecforsence of (sctarding to s fized
cless (on & curve) st anderd)

(| Other (Speciry) - —— - — _ - —_—

Person Compieting Form — fitla __

School District - States alephone (____)
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